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Chris Polfus - Long Range Planning
chris@bradysbrewhouse.com - (612-719-6565)

Rod & Gun Club News

1. The Summer Archery League will begin on May 3rd.
The Winter Spot League has 12 teams shooting ‘while
theBrush league has 50 shooters competing. y
2. The Summer Tap League will begin on Apnl 21st with a

Turkey Shoot sc! ed for May%?h.

3. The cIub has agreed to allow the local 4H group to
utilize the club facilities on 5 dates this year. Watch the
calendar for more mformation.

4. ARA and IR50-50 shoots are being scheduled with the
first one set for May 12th.

5. Capitol projects suggested for the upcoming year
jn&udegrrg{rooﬁngg %.nd other mainglance%v%rk on the

trap shed, a cement shooting pad on the archery
practice range, wood chips on the trails and dramage
work on the rifle range. A fireproof safe for important
document storage was a consideration. The ol
outhouse will be used for Hunter Education storage
Members are asked to think about other improvements
on the club land and contact any of the board of
directors with their ideas.

6. Our membership presently stands at 452 and nising.

7. The Park Art Fair booth will need lot of help this year.
This 1s one of only a few club fundraisers. It is also a
great time to get in your work hours.

8. Money was allotted for a new grill plus pots, pans,

a new whiteboard for the clubhouse, summer league
materials, turkey shoot prizes and a gun donation for
he National Wild Turkey Federation upcoming banquet.

9. Remember, the club land will be closed from 8-12 noon
on March 19th for a Hunters Education field day. Bow
Hunters Education classes will be held on the club land
March 31st and April 4th, 7th and 9th. The Baldwin
Hunters education class will be held on April 2nd. These
classes will mean the club land will be closed on the
2nd and 9th. A private event 1s also scheduled for
June 11th.

10. The Spring Hearings is set for Monday, April 11th at St

Croix Central High School Commons in Hammond
starting at 7 pm.

Rod & Gun Club’s Blast from the Past - Part 2

Hunter Education classes and field days have been
held out on our club land since the very begmning of the
reformation of our club.

Stan Schneider, our game warden for ma.nK years, took
a position in Madison in the Sgﬁnchg 1986. A plaque was
presented to Stan from the honoring him for his
years of service. ) ) .

The 1986 winter fishing contest was again held on Big
Lake in February. arations were made to fry the fish on
the Lake as they were caught. Hotdogs ended up as the main
course however.

Squaw Lake froze out the winter of 1985-86. Aerators
were installed and fish were restocked so this doesn’t happen
again.

iél%he club joined the Wisconsin Wildlife Federation in

Fish Habitat work on the South Fork of the Willow
River, under the combined efforts of Trout Unlimited and
the WRR&GC proved very beneficial in the springs of 1987
through 1989.

The storage building was constructed in the fall of 1987.

Shooting hours were set on the club land starting at 9:00
am until dark and to 10:00 pm on trap nights. )

Trap league 1987 standings put the Walsh-eez team in
first place with Rich Dietrich, Steve Achterhof, Bob Duis,
Darren Powers and John Loftquist leaders in their respective
divisions.

ﬂ.} EIE?BCHI Ruffed Grouse Society chapter began m Prescott

in .

We had 211 paid members in June of 1988

Extensive internal improvements were carried out to the
clubhouse in the spring of 1989.

In 1989 Russell’s Sport and Bike topped the arc
league with Kevin Derrick the top archer. Joe Bolder was top
pistol shooter and Doboy was the winner of the trap lea_%ue
with Bill's Sport and Somerset Legion tied for second. Top
trap shooters were Gene Bonnes, Bob Duis, Craig Schauer,




Dave Thiel and Steve Ball in their respective divisions.

The 1990 winter fishing contest was held on Big
Lake. The least fish was c;llllﬁht by Mike Kelly who
retamed his position as Bullhead champion according to
the March newsletter.

) i% QTE]V set and video recorder is added to the clubhouse
m i

Interest free loans are made to the club by members
to purchase two new traps for the club in 1990.

A summer long big fish contest and big buck contest
were started 1n 1990.

The Variety Club Heart Shoot in 1990 netted a total
of $13,100.00 in pledges comgleled by 44 shooters. Paul
Andersen, Rich Dietrich and Gene Bonnes were to
R}gdge earners while Doug Bell, Rich Dietrich and Barry

1elson were top shooters. ) )

1990 trap leaders were Bank of New Richmond in
first, Shamrock Club and Riverview Liquors tied for
second and Safari Bar third. T(ig shooters were Dou,
Bell, John Sutliff, Tim Meyer, Roger Goodrich and Brad
Hoverman in their respective divisions. )

Extensive tree cutting, {mmmg and tree relocation
was done 1 1990 on the club land. The logging brought
in $357.64 to the club coffers.

Club jackets were on sale for $35.25 and hats for
$4.00 the fall of 1990. )

In 1991 the Archery league held its shoots at Red Arrow
Archery in New Richmond.

It was announced that in 1992 the club would offer
active and inactive memberships for $15 and $30. Each
active family membership would involve 5 hours of
club service. These memberships would also include
membership in the Wisconsin Wildlife Federation.

Club members provided physical labor help IETU )
(igegi' brush and do stream improvements on the Kinny in

Money was provided by the club to purchase buildin
materialsyfor wgg?i duck tﬁguses to be ag:;tcnbled by the &
local boy scout troop 1n 1991. )

A state flag has been purchased for the club n 1991.
1lel)e:lmis Snow was named the trap league chairman in

Education scholarships for teachers and students have
been provided by the club as well as numerous shotgun
donations and sponsorships ever year the club has been
1n existence. )

Marty and Jan Engel taught a Angler Education
Instructor’s workshop in the spring of 1991 that many of
the club members attended.

Club members with the help of the local boy scout
troop planned over 1000 trees on the club land'in the
spriénf of 1991 ) ) )

ub members assisted the DNR in the stocking
of the F1 wild pheasant strain near Boardman These
plantings occurred for three years. Members also assist
m the annual trout plantings in the area streams and the
pheasant releases each fall in the cc-untg_ ) _

A fish boil was held in August of 1991 with Craig
Jameson providing the salmon
(To be continued. )

Spring Controlled Burns by Tom Kerr (USF&WS)

_As the snow starts to melt and winter is rgpidly _
giving way to spring, the Fish and Wildlife Service 1s
Fearin up for our spring controlled burn season on
ocal Waterfow] Production Areas. The careful use
of controlled burns 1s a very effective technique for
managing and improving grasslands. Controlled burns
rejuvenate prairies by consuming accumulated dead
vegetation, stimulating new growth and controlling non-
native plants. Over tume, the thick layer of accumulated

dead vegetation will stunt the growth of prairie
plants. Fires return the nutrients locked up in the dead
vegetation to the soil res.ull:u:iEt in more Vigorous ﬁv&th_
Over the next several years after a bumn, the gras s
will provide better nesting and wintering habitat for a
variety of birds including bobolinks, pheasants, blue
winged teal, mallards and many, many more. Although
there is a temporary change in the habitat in early spring,
the long term habifat benefits far outweigh any negative
impact.
erhaps most importantly, controlled burns help
event the forest from O\fertakinﬁ the grasslands.

torically, wildfires ignited by lightmng or other
natural causes helped mamtaerge portions of St.
Croix and southern Polk County as prairie. With
European settlement, wildfires were suppressed, towns
and agricultural fields became more common and trees
began to overtake the remaining prairie. We safely use
controlled burns to simulate some the positive benefits
of naturally occurring fire. Controlled burns are just one
of several management techniques that we use to restore
the e, wetlands and oak savanna historically found
in the St. Croix Wetland Management District.

If you would like to stay informed about the
controlled burns on area WPAs, check us out on
Facebook by searching for St. Croix Wetland
Management District.  For more information on the
St. Croix Wetland Management District, check out our
website at www fws gov/midwest/stcroix/.

Trout Informational Meeting

The next couple of years are going to be very busy
for the ﬁshet%}}mlog;sts who manage our cold water
resources in Wisconsin. They have been directed to
get mnput from the public on what the fishermen and

sherwomen in the state feel could be done to improve
trout fishing to make it all it can be. Trout populations,
trout streams, and trout anglers themselves have changed
m%lmﬁcantly since they were last polled and data
collected from angler mlgut on a statewide basis 23 years
ago. The DNR wants to better understand these changes
and use what they learn to help make trout fishing even
better in Wisconsin. A series of public meetings will be
held throu nu]l; the sltate lt% ather this iJ]_fohrglla!:ion.

Marty Engel, our loca manager, 15 to
organize thisgeff . Our area meetin% will be Egﬁ on

ednesday, March 23rd, at the Agricultural Service and
Educations Center, 1960 8th Avenue, in Baldwin starting
at 7 pm. A complete list of all the meeting sites and dates
can be found on the DNR website along with an online
poll that can also be taken. Check 1t out on their website
at http://dnr w1 gov/fish/trout.
This 1s your chance to be heard!

Rimfire Shoot 2010

Visit our Web-site at willowriver.org







